336                   THE LIFE OF                 [1877
His position as a poet was in any case secure among those best qualified to judge; and popularity with any large mass of thoughtless opinion was not a thing he very much  cared  for.    The  element  of aristocratic fastidiousness in his nature rather shrank from it, and it was not till later, when he became the exponent of an aftive creed, that he felt any of the discouragement that comes of appealing to averted ears.    Sir Francis Doyle was now vacating the Oxford Professorship of Poetry, in which he had succeeded Matthew Arnold.   Morris was at once thought of by his friends as (at all events if Mr. Swinburne were excepted) the most eminent of other living Oxford poets; and though his want of orthodoxy alike in politics and in religious belief made it certain that he could not be an unopposed candidate^ inquiry seemed to justify them in thinking that he might be asked to stand with fair prospects of success.    The offer was one which tempted him greatly.   His love for Oxford., in spite of his hatred of the typical Oxonian, was very deep-seated, and the position was one which^ without involving any serious labour, was both influential and distinguished.    But finally he made up his mind
against it.
"I am afraid," he wrote on the i6th of February* 1877,to Mr. Thursfield, who had approached him on the subjeft on behalf of the members of Convocation who were anxious that he should consent to stand,tc you must think I have been a long while answering your letter; I beg you to excuse my apparent negled on the grounds that I found it hard to make up my mind what was right to do. In the first place I thank you personally very much for moving in the matter, and I must say that nothing hardly would please me so much as such a recognition from my University, apart from considerations of fitness on my side : nor would laziness orhimself and his folk stoutly against it at every step. What a glorious outcome of the worship of Courage these stories are."               J
